
© Marilyn MacGruder Barnewall January 2012 
 

INTRODUCTION 

By Marilyn MacGruder Barnewall 

Whenever I talk or write about Ambassador Lee/Leo Emil Wanta, I know people will scoff. I 

know they will shake their heads in disbelief. “Good heavens,” the say in disbelief, “no one man 

has ever created a $27.5 trillion fortune!” 

And when I talk about Leo Wanta, I know I’m placing myself in danger. The people who stole 

Lee Wanta’s money have held the highest offices in the land… in the political and intelligence 

worlds and in our system of justice in our courts… and in our Congress and our military. They 

don’t like having this story told. 

This is the life story of a real man… a story that challenges anything Ian Fleming ever wrote 

about a man called “James Bond.”  Well, let me expand on that thought.  There will be no “Pussy 

Galore” characters or scenes where Wanta skis down a hill on one ski (just a winter’s foggy 

breath ahead of expert archers shooting at his shadowy figure which gleams against the white 

snow on a moonlit night).   Though Pussy or the snow scene exemplify wonderful Hollywood 

fiction, in this case truth is far more interesting.  And yet, it’s a story based on lies… the lies of 

government versus the integrity and honesty of one man who loves his country.  The lies involve 

what happened to Manuel Noriega in Panama, (Noriega AP Articles 1988) the Iran Contra 

Scandal, Osama bin Laden and stinger missiles, a Vice President who, according to America’s 

top spy, Leo Emil Wanta, became President and brought with him into office an organized 

criminal cabal that resulted in the theft of trillions of dollars belonging to the American people.  

These lies (and there are many, only three are mentioned here) have been verified by 

international journalists who are currency experts. 

If you are alive, you need to understand what happened to Ambassador Leo Emil Wanta. His life 

has had a major impact on yours, even if you’ve never heard his name. It will continue to impact 

the lives of your children and grandchildren. Why? He’s the guy who brought down the economy 

of the Soviet Union and, while doing it, lawfully purchased 2,000 metric tones of gold from the 

Soviet Union’s Central Bank. He’s been called the $27.5 Trillion Man and it’s an apt title. He got 

that name through savvy investing that resulted in the fall of the Iron Curtain and by putting 

together money from over 200 banks around the world to pay off the debt that is currently 

driving the United States into unnecessary bankruptcy. 

Unnecessary? Yes… if that portion of the American government that has gone rogue hadn’t 

stolen the funds President Ronald Reagan had the foresight to have Leo Emil Wanta put aside for 

the American people, there would be no debt for you, your children, your grandchildren – and 

their children for generations to come – to pay. His life has, indeed, impacted yours though you 

may never hear the name Leo Wanta spoken. Our economy would be humming. Everyone who 

wanted a job would have one. Foreclosures – 46 percent of which are fraudulent, according to 

the experts – wouldn’t openly practice fraud that kicks so many Americans out of their homes. 

The entire world wouldn’t be heading into slavery via the “New World Order.” You remember 

the “New World Order” comments first voiced by George Herbert Walker Bush, don’t you? 
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Many Americans have figured out that the New World Order of which George H.W. Bush spoke 

is a two-class system… an oligarchy destined to end in socialism (which is always destined to 

end in communism): An elitist class and a labor class. 

It’s not an easy task to write about a covert intelligence operative. The entire purpose of such a 

person’s life is secrecy. Finding facts that support the story can be difficult. I know because I’ve 

spent years digging them up, researching them, and either abandoning them or trying to figure 

out just where in the story they belong. Here are some things to keep in mind as you read this 

book. 

This is the man who, by bringing down the Soviet Union Ruble (SUR), caused the Iron Curtain 

and the Berlin Wall to come tumbling down. This is the man who generated the largest fortune 

ever amassed by one person with the intent of giving almost all of it to his country… to America. 

Leo Wanta created a $27.5 trillion fortune and wants to give $23 trillion of it to you… to pay off 

the irresponsible debt of the Federal Reserve and numerous corrupt politicians, debt that was 

created as a means to tearing down our Republic. 

You may hear references to the “Wanta-Reagan-Mitterrand Protocols.” Those funds represent 

money Wanta has personally agreed to pay from his own funds – the $4.5 trillion he earned in 

commissions for risking his life day-after-day for so many years in service to his government. He 

wasn’t paid a salary. He worked on commission and the $4.5 trillion represents commissions due 

him for 30 years of very dangerous work. From that sum, Wanta has agreed to pay billions of 

dollars to several European nations… most notably, $30 billion goes to the Russian Federation. 

Other nations involved in the Protocols include $5 billion each to the Governments of Canada, 

France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Mexico and Spain. The Protocols will settle the rocky financial 

markets so close to failure in Europe and that, in turn, will go a long ways toward settling the 

markets of the United States. 

The point is, when he served as President Ronald Reagan’s personal intelligence coordinator, he 

promised Reagan he would bring down the Soviet Union Ruble – which he did – and he would 

save the profits from that endeavor to pay America out of debt when the overspending crooks in 

government put the nation into bankruptcy – that would be now. He is one of the nicest people 

you will ever meet… truly a gentleman. 

Lee Wanta’s story involves well-known people like Hillary Clinton, Vince Foster, George 

Herbert Walker and George W. Bush, William Jefferson Clinton, Barrack Obama, Dick Cheney, 

Dan Quayle, Al Gore, George Soros, Vladimir Putin, and many other recognizable names. The 

story is filled with intrigue that involves the Soviet Union, stinger missiles, Osama Bin Laden – 

or, Tim Osman as he was known when he was a CIA agent. 

I don’t think I’ve ever talked or written about Lee/Leo Wanta without being asked if he is for 

real. So let’s talk some Wanta World history. The things Leo Wanta has done fall into the realm 

of the unreal… but he did them. As his official biographer, I have verified the things you will 

read on the following pages to the degree it’s possible to verify things about a super secret 

intelligence operative. When I talk about court cases, I have every court transcript involving 
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every court action involving Leo Wanta. I know with certainty when I speak of the court cases 

that the information is absolutely accurate because my source is court transcripts. 

When I write about the secret intelligence operations Leo Wanta was involved in, I have 

documents that support what I’m saying. Do I have all of the documents? No. The things Leo 

Wanta was involved in were highly secret operations, but I do have copies of Wanta’s field 

reports, his letters to Dan Quayle and Dick Cheney and to Presidents George H.W. Bush, Bill 

Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barrack Obama. I have documents from the Ronald Reagan 

Library. I have copies of the answers Leo gave under penalty of perjury to those questioning him 

(from various intelligence agencies) while he sat on the floor of his prison cells, handwriting 

responses. Lee has a very distinctive script and I don’t believe anyone could copy it to write the 

hundreds of pages involved. And, generally speaking, when I received those documents he 

verified on the telephone that he was the one who sent them. 

The most logical question any reader might ask me is: How do you know that the person you talk 

with on the telephone and those handwritten records belong to the real Leo Wanta? I have copies 

of the mortgage papers Leo Wanta signed when he and his wife purchased their home in 

Appleton, Wisconsin in 1977… before he became President Reagan’s personal intelligence 

coordinator, before he got involved in Reagan’s Presidential Task Force to take down the Soviet 

Union Ruble. I have copies of other documents he signed long before his status as a secret agent 

involved the Office of the President of the United States which placed him at the top of the list 

maintained by people who want to destroy our Republic. I have copies of his handwriting from 

legal documents signed by Leo Emil Wanta when he was a partner at Aneko Credit Point 

Limited in Singapore, as Chief Executive Officer of New Republic in Austria, as Chief 

Executive Officer of AmeriTrust in Virginia. I had his handwriting analyzed by two experts 

trained by the FBI. 

I have pictures of him. How do I know they’re him? Last year, I sent him a baseball cap with the 

words “Wanta University” embroidered on it. He had a picture taken of himself wearing the cap 

in front of the Federal Reserve Building. I sent a copy to the woman who was his case manager 

when he was in prison in Oklahoma and she verified that it is Lee/Leo Wanta. How do I know 

she is who she says she is? I made two trips to Oklahoma to meet and spend days talking with 

her. I met her friends and family. She is who she says she is. I met a second case manager while 

in Oklahoma who also made verifications. 

My background is that of banking. I was a commercial banker with Denver’s largest bank, 

United (now Wells Fargo). I believe only someone schooled in banking (I hold a graduate degree 

in that subject from the University of Colorado School of Business) would be capable of 

understanding the significance of what Leo Wanta accomplished and be able to write about it. 

Prior to beginning my career as a banker, I was a journalist and while a banker I wrote numerous 

articles for national bank publications. After becoming disabled in 1993 and leaving my banking 

career behind, I once again began writing. You can find my editorials at World Net Daily, News 

With Views, Canada Free Press, and others online. I also write for print publications you won’t 

find online. 
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I have hesitated to write this book because the material contained in it is so difficult to believe. 

As I begin, I’m 75 years old. I have spent a lifetime working to make sure my reputation was 

built on truth. I spent 20 years as a banker and another 20 years as a journalist and I do not, at 

this late stage, want to write anything that would damage my reputation for truth and honesty. 

Seniors will understand what I’m saying… there’s no more time available to go out and right a 

mistake you might make. Thus, I have hesitated to write this book. But it is an important book 

and the story of Lee/Leo Emil Wanta needs to be told. Americans need to know that our nation 

still breeds patriots worthy of being called hero but who remain in the hidden shadows of the 

unrecognizable. 

Lee/Leo Emil Wanta is one such hero. 

It has taken almost four years of daily conversations with Lee Wanta and thousands of pages of 

documents, most from him but thousands I received from outside sources like courts and 

lawyers, Wanta’s friends, investigative reporters and currency experts… and the Reagan Library. 

It has required reading some of the most obscene court documents from the State of Wisconsin I 

have ever read – and I hope to never see the likes of again. 

Lee Wanta and I have never met and probably never will – it wouldn’t be safe for me and he 

refuses to endanger me – but I know him. 

As I take the first step of writing this very important story, I pray the Lord will enable me to hold 

the interest of readers and keep my feet on the path of truth and facts. Though I have written non-

fiction books about banks and banking (some of which were published by the American Bankers 

Association and at least two of which are archived at Oxford and Cambridge University 

Libraries), I hope my writing skills are up to the subject matter. You, the reader, will hand down 

the verdict on that subject. 

This is one of the most important stories ever told and I hope to tell it well. The life of Leo Emil 

Wanta is complex and filled with details. I have made every effort as an author to include only 

the details and the complexities required to tell the story thoroughly. If I put all of the material 

available in this manuscript, it would take you four years to digest it – just as it has taken me. 

I wish you a pleasant journey into the life and times of Leo Emil Wanta… though think it 

doubtful you will find many of the details surrounding his life and the treatment of this American 

hero by the government he served anything but pleasant. 
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Back 

Noriega AP Articles 1988 

The Associated Press 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 

republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press. 

March 24, 1988, Thursday, PM cycle 

SECTION: Washington Dateline 

LENGTH: 643 words 

BYLINE: By GEORGE GEDDA, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY:  

 Panamanian strongman Manuel Antonio Noriega is trying to arrange through a U.S. arms 

dealer for the immediate delivery of 5,000 semi-automatic pistols to his military forces, 

according to a secret document. 

Coupled with the reported acquisition of large quantities of weapons from Cuba in recent 

days, the proposed purchase of the pistols indicates that Noriega may be intent on using force to 

remain in power, U.S. officials said Wednesday. 

A proposal by the U.S. dealer promises delivery of an additional 25,000 pistols at the rate 

of 2,000 a month. A Panamanian Defense Force major who defected last Friday said over the 

weekend that Cuba recently had provided Panama with 94,000 pounds of weapons, including 

large numbers of AK-47 rifles. A general strike protesting Noriega's continued rule has left the 

country virtually paralyzed, but Noriega has given no sign that he intends to step down as 

commander of the Defense Forces. 

The dealer which is arranging for the export of the Belgian-made Browning 9mm pistols 

is AmeriChina Global Management Group of Appleton, Wis. 

A copy of the proposed transaction, marked "urgent" and "confidential" was provided to 

The Associated Press by Panamanian Ambassador Juan B. Sosa. He was informed of the 

possible transaction last Saturday by AmeriChina President Leo Wanta. 

Sosa said Wanta discussed the deal with him unaware that Sosa had broken with Noriega 

almost a month ago and has remained loyal to ousted President Eric Arturo Delvalle. At Sosa's 

request, Wanta sent him a telecopy of the proposed deal, which was addressed to Noriega and to 

his chief of Ordnance Services, Lt. Col. Eugenio Corro. The arms package is worth more than 

$10 million. 

State Department officials said there was no legal way the U.S. government could block 

the transaction because the pistols are not of U.S. origin. 
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But they expressed keen interest in a reference at the bottom of proposal to an apparent 

request by the Panamanian military for M-16 rifles. The reference asked whether Panama had 

reached any decision on the "procurement-delivery" of the M-16's. 

Any such request would require U.S. approval and would be rejected, said the State 

Department officials, insisting on anonymity. 

The M-16 is manufactured by Colt Industries, based in New York City. A Colt official, 

who asked not to be identified, said Colt would never export the M-16 without U.S. government 

approval. 

The State Department officials said they had no record of any company by the name of 

AmeriChina. They said all companies that manufacture or export weapons must register with the 

government and that failure to do so carries stiff penalties. 

Reached by telephone at his Wisconsin office, Wanta asked how the AP had obtained a 

copy of his memo to Noriega and was indignant when he was told of Sosa's role. 

"You tell Sosa he will have a lot of explaining to do in about 12 minutes," Wanta said. He 

then hung up. 

Sosa said that in his conversation last Saturday with Wanta, the arms dealer had asked for 

Panama's military attache but Sosa took the call himself because the attache no longer shows up 

at the embassy. 

Sosa said he felt it was his duty to make the proposed deal public because of the 

possibility that the weapons might be used against the Panamanian people. 

The pistols are to be sent to Panama from Antwerp, Belgium, the country where the 

weapon was originally commissioned more than 50 years ago. 

The weapons are described as "high-power" with fixed sights. The price listed is $398 

each. 

The delivery schedule calls for shipment of 5,000 of the pistols immediately and an 

additional 2,000 units per month thereafter "until 25,000 units are delivered." 

There are an estimated 10,000 to 11,000 members of Panama's Defense Forces. They are 

supplemented by undisclosed numbers of paramilitary forces and militia. 

The Associated Press 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 

republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press. 
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April 8, 1988, Friday, AM cycle 

SECTION: Washington Dateline 

LENGTH: 597 words 

HEADLINE: Secret Memo on Arms Deal Leaked by Panamanian Military 

BYLINE: By GEORGE GEDDA, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY:  

 A secret memo outlining a plan by Panamanian strongman Manuel Antonio Noriega to 

acquire thousands of semi-automatic pistols has been leaked to an opposition leader by a rebel 

member of Panama's military. 

The proposed acquisition of the Browning 9mm pistols is part of a sizable weapons 

buildup by Panama's Defense Forces that got under way shortly after Panama's crisis began six 

weeks ago with Noriega's ouster of President Eric Arturo Delvalle. 

The memo was sent to Noriega on April 1 by Leo Wanta, president of AmeriChina 

Global Management Group Inc., an arms exporting firm based in Appleton, Wis. Wanta told 

Noriega in the memo that the supplier of the weapons had advised that "they are ready to finalize 

the delivery" of the pistols. 

The schedule called for the delivery of 5,000 pistols immediately and 2,000 per month 

thereafter until "all units are delivered." 

The memo did not specify how many weapons were to be sent all told. But a previous 

memo by Wanta, obtained by The Associated Press last month, said the purchase involved 

30,000 pistols, including the 5,000 to be sent immediately. The list price is $398 each. 

The earlier memo was given to the AP by Panamanian Ambassador Juan B. Sosa. Wanta 

had sent a telecopy of the memo to Sosa, unaware that the envoy had broken with Noriega and 

continues to regard Delvalle as the legitimate president of Panama. Sosa has refused to relinquish 

the embassy to a replacement envoy named by the new government in Panama. 

Wanta sent the April 1 memo directly to Noriega, bypassing the embassy here. A stamp 

in the upper left hand corner of the communication said it was received by the Defense Forces on 

April 5. 

The memo was leaked by a Defense Force officer to a Panamanian opposition leader, 

who turned over a copy to the AP on condition he not be identified either by name or location. 

The pistols are manufactured by Fabrique Nationale, S.A., of Belgium and are to be 

delivered from that country to Panama, according to the memo. The State Department raised the 

issue late last month with the Belgian firm, which said that it had not had contact with anyone 

from AmeriChina, a U.S. official said. 
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The U.S. government cannot legally block the sale because the weapons are not of 

American origin. The U.S. official, insisting on anonymity, said AmeriChina has not registered 

with the U.S. government, a requirement he said applies to all American arms dealers. 

Wanta could not be reached for comment. The company phone number that appeared on 

the first memo was deleted from the second memo. The phone has been "temporarily 

disconnected," according to a recorded announcement. The only address listed is a post office 

box. 

Concerning Panama's arms buildup, a Panamanian pilot who defected from the Defense 

Forces last month said he and two other pilots flew 94,000 pounds of weapons to Panama from 

Cuba on Noriega's behalf a few days after the political turmoil in Panama erupted. 

Another aspect of the military buildup is a training program for thousands of 

Panamanians, who have formed into volunteer units known as "Dignity Brigades" to repel what 

the government says is an imminent U.S. invasion. 

Some of the brigades are being trained in the use of M-16 rifles. The two memos sent by 

Wanta make reference to a possible deal with the Defense Forces involving M-16s. 

A U.S. official said the transfer of M-16s to Panama would require U.S. government 

approval because they are manufactured by an American company, Colt Industries. He added 

that the government would disapprove any such request. 
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April 9, 1988, Saturday, PM cycle 

SECTION: Washington Dateline 

LENGTH: 488 words 

HEADLINE: Proposed Gun Deal Exposed by Panamanian Officer 

BYLINE: By GEORGE GEDDA, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY:  

 A rebel member of Panama's Defense Forces has smuggled out a memo detailing the 

efforts of military strongman Manuel Antonio Noriega to buy thousands of pistols from an 

American arms dealer. 

The memo, marked "urgent" and "confidential," was sent to Noriega on April 1 by Leo 

Wanta, president of AmeriChina Global Management Group Inc., an arms exporting firm based 

in Appleton, Wis. 

The document offered fresh evidence of Noriega's intention to ride out Panama's 

prolonged political crisis partly with help of a large infusion of foreign weapons. A Defense 

Forces defector said last month he had helped fly to Panama 94,000 pounds of weapons from 

Cuba. In what appeared to be a major security breach aimed at blocking the purchase by his boss, 

the unidentified officer leaked the memo to a Panamanian opposition leader. The memo was 

turned over to The Associated Press on condition the leader be identified neither by name nor 

location. 

Wanta told Noriega in the memo that the supplier of the weapons had advised that "they 

are ready to finalize the delivery" of the Browning 9mm semi-automatic pistols made in 

Belgium. 

The schedule called for the delivery of 5,000 pistols immediately and 2,000 per month 

thereafter until "all units are delivered." 

The memo did not specify how many weapons were to be sent all told. But a previous 

memo by Wanta, obtained last month by the AP, said the purchase involved 30,000 pistols, 

including the 5,000 to be sent immediately. The list price is $398 each. 

The earlier memo was given to the AP by Panamanian Ambassador Juan B. Sosa. Wanta 

had sent a telecopy of the memo to Sosa, unaware that the envoy had broken with Noriega and 

continues to regard ousted President Eric Arturo Delvalle as the country's constitutional leader. 

Sosa has refused to relinquish the embassy to a replacement envoy named by the new 

government in Panama. 

Wanta sent the April 1 memo directly to Noriega, bypassing the embassy here. A stamp 

in the upper left hand corner of the communication said it was received by the Panamanian 

Defense Forces on April 5. 
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The pistols are manufactured by Fabrique Nationale, S.A., of Belgium and are to be 

delivered from that country to Panama, according to the memo. The State Department raised the 

issue late last month with the Belgian firm, which said that it had not had contact with anyone 

from AmeriChina, a U.S. official said. 

The government cannot legally block the sale because the weapons are not of American 

origin. The U.S. official, insisting on anonymity, said AmeriChina has not registered with the 

U.S. government, a requirement he said applies to all American arms dealers. 

Wanta could not be reached for comment. The company phone number that appeared on 

the first memo was deleted from the second memo. The phone has been "temporarily 

disconnected," according to a recorded announcement. The only address listed is a post office 

box. 
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Copyright 1988 The Times Mirror Company   

Los Angeles Times 

March 27, 1988, Sunday, Home Edition 

SECTION: Part 1; Page 27; Column 1; Foreign Desk 

LENGTH: 654 words 

HEADLINE: RIVAL FACTIONS SHARE BUILDING; 

PANAMA'S U.S. EMBASSY: IT OPERATES ON TWO LEVELS 

BYLINE: By DON SHANNON, Times Staff Writer 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 

Panama's embassy here is a house divided – even subdivided – by the struggle for 

national leadership at home. 

Ambassador Juan B. Sosa, loyal to deposed President Eric A. Delvalle and recognized by 

the Reagan Administration, holds the keys to the building and has an office on the upper floor. 

He also controls the first-floor entry area, where a portrait of Delvalle is prominently displayed 

on the wall. 

At the rear of the lower floor, however, is the office of Roberto Leyton, Panama's envoy 

to the Organization of American States. Leyton remains loyal to Panama's military strongman, 

Gen. Manuel A. Noriega, and his office displays a large poster of a smiling Noriega wearing 

fatigues. Even the second floor is not all Delvalle's. Capt. Jose S. Motta continues to function on 

the upper floor as Panama's military attache, although he does not acknowledge Sosa as his boss. 

"It's peaceful coexistence," Flavio Mendez, second deputy to Sosa, said in an interview 

Friday. 

"We like him (Motta) and we talk," Mendez said. "All of us in the building are on good 

terms -- after all, we're Panamanians." 

But nobody, no matter whose side he's on, is getting paid. 

Leyton gets a check from the government of President Manuel Solis Palma, who was 

installed by Noriega's compliant legislature when Delvalle was fired after he tried and failed to 

dislodge Noriega. 

But Leyton said that his paycheck is drawn on a New York bank account that, along with 

other Panamanian assets in the United States, has been frozen by a U.S. court at Delvalle's 

request. 

Sosa, Mendez and other embassy staff members who have declared for Delvalle get no 

checks at all. 

"It's only been 20 days," Mendez said, "and we're living on savings." 
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Leyton said he was annoyed that U.S. courts allowed Delvalle to control Panama's assets. 

"It sets a bad precedent because the (Panamanian) constitution does not give the 

executive total financial power," Leyton said. "We have an elected comptroller, and the national 

legislature has a voice in money decisions also." 

Leyton said that Panama's ambassador to the United Nations, Jose Eduardo Ritter, is 

seeking legal counsel to contest the freeze order. Ritter is a Noriega loyalist, but another 

Panamanian diplomat in New York -- the consul general -- backs Delvalle. 

"Incidentally," Leyton said, "I don't like being called a Noriega man, because I represent 

the government of my country. I am the ambassador of my country to the OAS." 

Leyton, who retained his seat in the OAS in the face of a challenge from a Delvalle 

representative, said he hopes that the political dilemma will be resolved before the "destruction 

of the economy." All the political parties must be brought into a national dialogue, he said. 

"The only way is if we all sit at the same table," Leyton said. "Time is running out and 

national elections are coming in 1989." 

The divided loyalties of the Panamanian diplomats in Washington have bred some semi-

comic cases of mistaken identity. 

A Wisconsin arms exporter called the embassy last week, for example, to discuss an 

order by the Noriega regime for up to 30,000 Belgian semiautomatic pistols. But the exporter, 

Leo Wanta, president of AmeriChina Global Management Group, was connected not to a 

Noriega loyalist but to Sosa, who asked for a copy of the arms deal. 

Sosa promptly told the U.S. government about the deal. "I'm not going to give Panama 

nothing now," Wanta was quoted by the Milwaukee Journal as saying. 

Although earlier reports said that Wanta lacked State Department authorization to sell 

arms abroad, Wanta said that he had applied to the department for a license that would have 

allowed him to earn $10 per weapon. 

State Department spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley said Friday that the sale had been 

investigated but that, because the weapons would actually be shipped from Belgium to Panama, 

the United States could not legally bar the deal. 
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Copyright 1988 U.P.I. 

March 25, 1988, Friday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Washington News 

LENGTH: 345 words 

BYLINE: By NEIL ROLAND 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 

 Panamanian Ambassador to the United States Juan Sosa said Friday he was informed last 

week of a proposal by a Wisconsin dealer to deliver as many as 25,000 pistols to Panamanian 

strongman Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. 

In a telephone interview with United Press International, Sosa said he was informed of 

the proposal by an official of AmeriChina Global Management Group of Appleton, Wis. 

''This is one more proof he (Noriega) is digging in and has no intention of leaving'' 

Panama, Sosa said. Noriega, who faces criminal drug charges in the United States, continued to 

resist the mounting economic and political pressures from the opposition in his own country and 

the United States. 

Sosa said an official of AmeriChina, at his request, sent him a telecopy of the proposed 

arms deal on Monday. 

The proposal involved the shipment 5,000 semi-automatic pistols to Noriega 

immediately, followed by an additional 25,000 pistols at 2,000 a month. The guns were to be 

sent from Antwerp, Belgium. 

Sosa has remained loyal to Eric Arturo Delvalle, who was ousted as president by 

Noriega. He said the telecopied arms proposal had been sent by AmeriChina President Leo 

Wanta and addressed to Noriega. Sosa said Wanta apparently was under the impression he was 

still loyal to Noriega. 

Wanta was not immediately available, but he was quoted in the Milwaukee Journal 

Thursday as saying, ''I'm just upset that Sosa is lying like hell. I'm not going to give Panama 

nothing now.'' 

Wanta, describing himself as an independent contractor, told the Journal he had applied 

for the gun deal with the State Department and that he had a classification that allowed him to act 

as the middleman to sell weapons to ''recognized countries sanctioned by the United States.'' 

 Wanta said he would make $10 on each gun, which had been priced at $398 for Noriega. 

 At the State Department, spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley said her agency has looked into 

the matter. She said although ''it is not a healthy, positive development,'' the United States lacks 

legal authority to stop the sale.  JUAN SOSA (95%); MANUEL ANTONIO 

NORIEGA (94%); LEO WANTA (90%);  
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Back 

STINGER MISSLES 

 

Following is a long quote from Veterans Today, written by Gordon Duff, Senior 

Editor.  I quoted this portion of the VT article in my Memorial Day article written 

for News With Views.  It can be found at 
http://www.newswithviews.com/Barnewall/marilyn165.htm 

 

“STRANGE CIA TWISTS – INTERVIEW WITH EMIL LEE WANTA 5/15/2011 

“Emil Lee Wanta (Note:  The correct name is Lee Emil Wanta – MB), the White House official 

designated to repatriate Stinger missiles still in Afghanistan and Pakistan after the Soviet 

withdrawal, first met ‘Tim Osman,’ the CIA code name for Osama bin Laden in 1989. Wanta, 

along with William Casey and Bill Colby (CIA Directors) made up the ISA (Intelligence Support 

Agency), a group tasked with eliminating rogue intelligence operations, CIA and others that had 

sprung up resulting from operations in Central America and the Af-Pak theatre. 

 

“REDACTED WANTA MEMO 

“Wanta was originally named by Reagan as Inspector General of the Department of Defense, 

eventually slated to take over as Defense Secretary from Casper Weinberger (later convicted 

during Iran Contra and pardoned). That appointment was blocked by Secretary of State George 

Schultz. 

“Wanta, then working out of Vienna, was approached by Osama bin Laden, the CIA’s prime 

intermediary with both Saudi Arabia and resupply operations in Afghanistan, with replacing 

Stinger missiles claimed to have been expended in combat with both Soviet forces and those of 

the Afghan government. Wanta describes his meeting with ‘Tim Osman,’ Osama bin Laden’s 

‘working identity,’ along with James Chi, the then station chief in Islamabad. 

http://www.newswithviews.com/Barnewall/marilyn165.htm
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“Stinger missiles had been found for sale in the Peshawar arms bazaar, offered to any and all 

takers. The first order of business was to recover these weapons before they fell into the hands of 

real terrorists, those not in the employ of the CIA. 

“Wanta and Chi put out a ‘buy order’ and repurchased several missiles for cash. They then met 

with bin Laden. They confronted bin Laden with the fact that some of the missiles they 

recovered bore the serial numbers of units listed by bin Laden as ‘expended.’ Bin Laden then 

indicated that the remainder of the Stingers were stored in Peshawar.  (Note:  Pakistan -- MB.) 

“Bin Laden was very specific on how he was to be paid and more specific on how unpleasant 

things would get if money wasn’t forthcoming. 

“Payment was arranged directly to bin Laden who had the missiles loaded on trucks. Bin Laden 

is described as in traditional garb, shod in sandals and very unkempt. Meetings were held in 

English. 

“The bin Laden Stinger inventory, 116 missiles, were flown into Frankfurt, Germany and turned 

over to Customs and Treasury there. Secretary of State Schultz complained that the use of 

Germany in this transaction violated the prerogative of Secretary of State and filed a formal 

complaint. 

“Wanta reports that bin Laden was considered the CIA’s most trusted and reliable asset. That 

relationship continued, part of the complex interaction between the Bush family, the bin Laden 

family and their son, Osama bin Laden. At no time was Osama bin Laden ever considered 

‘rogue’.”  (End of Duff quote.) 

In his article, Duff raises a most interesting – or, damning – question:  Is the reason for the 

mysterious “at sea” burial of Osama bin Laden necessary because his body had been frozen for 

ten years?  Lee Wanta told me long ago that bin Laden died in Tora Bora on December 13, 2001.  

Duff’s article quotes other Intelligence Operatives who confirm it. 

 

 


